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St. Joseph’s Messenger
A BULLETIN FOR INSPIRING

SCHOOL FAMILIES

“GROUNDED IN THE TRADITION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, ST.
JOSEPH’S SCHOOL IS A COMMUNITY DEDICATED TO FORMING
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH FAITH, ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE, AND SERVICE TO OTHERS.”

FR. BLAKE’S FILES

There is a popular quote from Pope Benedict
XVI that I have seen in several publications over
the years.  It is popular because the quote
articulates an important truth about our faith.
You may need to read it a few times, but after
thinking about it, you should find an invitation
or reminder.  Here is the quote: “Being Christian
is not the result of an ethical choice or lofty
idea, but the encounter with an event, a person,
which gives life a new horizon and a decisive
direction.”  This quote is from the pope’s
encyclical Deus Caritas Est (On Christian
Love).  I will break down the quote as I see it.
Being Christian is not the result of an ethical
choice or lofty idea…Some people may view
Christians as people who came to know about
Jesus.  In knowing about him and his teachings,
they made the choice to follow Jesus’
commands.  They realized that Jesus is the way
beyond this earthly realm, so they do their best
to be like Christ. Being Christian is…the
encounter with an event, a person, which gives
life a new horizon and a decisive
direction…Pope Benedict XVI claims that being
a Christian is not primarily due to what I
mentioned.  Being Christian is primarily about
relationship.  It is not first and foremost an
academic exercise to find the best way to live
our lives, nor is it research in philosophy to
enlighten ourselves about transcendent realities.
It is primarily about an encounter with a person,
namely, Jesus.  As Christians, we believe that He
lives and that He desires to intervene in our
lives.  When we allow Jesus to intervene in our
lives through prayer, Jesus draws us into the
mystery of His Cross.  This event, this living
sacrifice, transforms our lives because in being

led by Jesus, we are formed to deny ourselves.
In denying ourselves and living in the way of
Christ, we unlock a hope that the world cannot
give, a new horizon and a decisive direction.
This relationship leads us to see the joy of the
Kingdom, the hope of ultimately being saved
from this good yet fallen realm.  An academic
realization or a moment of enlightenment will
only get you so far.  When life gets difficult and
the world and Enemy tempts, this high ideal
could lose its influence.  If we allow ourselves to
encounter Jesus through prayer, who comes to us
as a friend and Savior, and as Almighty God, we
can endure anything because our faith reveals
that God is with us.

November 1 is All Saints Day.  The
Saints of our Church were not simply inspired
by the correct philosophy and value system.  The
Saints of our Church were primarily inspired by
the living God.  What does this practically
entail?  We do not want to simply be families
that learn about Jesus.  We want to put ourselves
in a position daily to encounter our living,
influential God.  This means praying together;
getting to Church; encountering Jesus in the
moments of grace that He instituted, namely, the
Sacraments of Reconciliation and Communion.
If we want to be the Saints that God calls us to
be, let us seek that new horizon.  Let us realize
that decisive direction that comes with following
the Good Shepherd.  His love for us is
everlasting!

- Fr. Blake
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November Feast Days

1 – Solemnity of All Saints Day
2 – All Souls Day
4 – St. Charles Borromeo
10 – St. Leo the Great
12 – St. Josephat
13 – St. Frances Xavier Cabrini

17 – St. Elizabeth of Hungary
20 – Solemnity of Christ the King
22 – St. Cecelia
24 – St. Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions
27 – First Sunday of Advent (Begin Year A)
30 – St. Andrew

Upcoming Parish/School Events

7 PM @ Rapids Brewing Co.
Event Space

Tuesday, Nov 29th
When Faith Is All You Have

Fr. Anthony Wroblewski
Rector, Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary

and Pastor, St. Mary Star of the Sea, Duluth, MN

November 1st
All Saints Day Mass - 9am

St. Joseph’s Church

November 2nd
All Souls’ Day Mass - 5:30pm

St. Joseph’s Church

Wednesday Evenings
Faith Formation

Advent:
November 27th is the first Sunday in Advent

● Make an Advent wreath and light it every

evening. The wreath can be made with pine

boughs or greenery from outside.

● Perform acts of love or service to others. Clean

out closets to prepare our homes (and hearts!) for

the coming of Jesus. Donate unused toys and

clothing to those in need.

● More ideas coming in our December St. Joseph’s

Messenger !

Book Study

Unleashed: How to Receive Everything
the Holy Spirit Wants to Give You

by Sonja Corbitt
smile.amazon.com/gp/product/1594715998

Join us for our second meeting on Nov 3rd @ 6:30pm
Bride’s Room at St. Joseph’s Church

Thinking about Christmas Shopping?
Use AmazonSmile and $crip for your gift purchases!

A percent of the sale goes back to
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church & School!

For more information visit SchoolSpeak or the School Office.

Box of Joy
Volunteers needed!

9am on Nov. 11th (Set up) & Nov. 12th (Packing Day)
St. Joseph’s Church Social Hall
Contact Melissa Erb to volunteer:

melissa.erb@outlook.com or cell 218-206-4207

Keep up to date with St. Joseph’s Church events by signing
up for flocknote! www.stjosephscatholic.org

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/product/1594715998
mailto:melissa.erb@outlook.com
http://www.stjosephscatholic.org
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November Virtue is STEWARDSHIP
Stewardship is “Returning to God the first fruits of your time, talent, and
treasure”.  Stewardship flows from FAITH, our foundational virtue this school
year.

PK-Gr. 2 will study ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY

ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY (1207-1231), was a queen who spent
much of her money to feed the people in her kingdom who lived in
poverty.  She had a hospital built near her castle that served over 1,000
people. She is remembered in our church on her feast day which is
November 17.

Grades 3-5 will study FRA ANGELICO

FRA ANGELICO (Blessed John of Fiesole, 1387-1455), was a gifted
artist and a member of the Dominican order. His paintings can be seen in
churches and museums today.  He was known to be a very holy man.
His feast day is Feb. 18.

Grade 6 will study ST.JOSEPH MOSCATI

ST.JOSEPH MOSCATI (1880-1927), was a physician who lived
in Italy.  He was instrumental in developing measures to halt the
spread of cholera, and was one of the first physicians to use
insulin in the treatment of diabetes. He was known as a man of
deep faith who was dedicated and compassionate to all, but
especially to people in poverty. His feast day is November 16.



NOVEMBER 2022 VOL. 38 .

TERMS:  VENERABLE, BLESSED and SAINT
as defined by the Catholic Church

Saintly Resources:

The Saints Chronicles -
Volumes 1-5

Sophia Institute Press

Saintly Rhymes for
Modern Times

by Meghan Bausch

For adults-
The Heart of Perfection

by Colleen Carroll Campbell


